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to remember the way he must take to reach them.

Indeed, when morning came, he noted the spot
which he must pass in order to make his escape;
and, while all were preparing to set out, each one
loading himself with packages, the three Frenchmen
took another route. Very fortunately, owing to a
fire that some women had started among the leaves
on the ground, causing them all to be reduced to
ashes or even to be dissipated, their footprints were
not discovered.

They journeyed nine days before coming to New
[103] Holland, eating for their entire sustenance
nothing but herbs which they found; for they had
abandoned their packs in order to be more nimble for
running. Nevertheless they were in great danger
of recapture, and, as its necessary sequel, of being
committed to the flames without hope of mercy.

They traveled only at night, and yet were con-
stantly rushing, so to speak, into the enemy’s hands,
passing now inadvertently near the fishers’ cabins,
now near the hunters; again by day finding them-
selves in the immediate neighborhood of a village,
and still again by night in the very midst of the
cabins.

Four or five times they were pursued by the Iro-
quois, while on one occasion, among others, nearly
all the youth of the second village [104] of Anniegué
started in pursuit of them. At other times, they
were followed by the warriors; and, still another
time, by some men who were returning from trad-
ing with the Dutch.

After many dangers, they at last reached the coun-
try of the Dutch, but did not make themselves known
until they ascertained whether any Iroquois were



